of apocalyptic motives in jihadist ideology,5 and radical currents in imāmī Shiʿism.6 However, it would be a mistake to associate the interest in the hereafter exclusively with militancy, as life after death and the "last things" have been dealt with by a number of Turkish authors inspired by the ideas of Said Nursi, a figure with a rather irenic outlook.7
1
Said Nursi and the Nurcu Movement8
Nurcus (Nurcular, "disciples of [the divine] light"), is a term coined to describe the followers of Said Nursi, who was a Kurdish scholar born in the mid or late 1870s in the village of Nurs in eastern Anatolia.9 After finishing his studies by traveling from scholar to scholar and from medrese to medrese as was the norm at the time in the region "East of Sivas," and while still at an early age he gained fame in his home region as someone skilled in religious disputations, and thereby attracted the interest of the state authorities. This earned him an invitation to the library of Tahir Paşa, the governor of Van. There, for several months he studied privately and dedicated himself to the study of the natural and social sciences. This experience convinced him that Islamic scholars should interpret the Quran in accordance with modern scientific findings, and that traditional religious studies should be combined with the teaching of secular subjects. In 1908, Said Nursi traveled to Istanbul hoping to gain imperial support for his plans for a university designed to fit this purpose. While his efforts were of no avail, the trip thrust him into the life of the capital when sultan Abdülhamit II was deposed by the Committee for Union and Progress (İttihad ve Terakki Cemiyeti, commonly known in the West as the Young Turks). Although he initially lent his support to the Committee for Union and Progress, he was arrested for allegedly participating in the "counter-revolution" of 31 March 1909. After his acquittal, he withdrew to Van and gathered a group of disciples around
